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(1)“Il aura en tout cas rappelé l'ancienneté de cette étude dans la culture islamique.
Le livre admirable du savant ghaznévide (Al-Biruni) sur I'Inde est un sommet, il
n'est pas pour autant un phénomeéne isolé. Tres tot, ['Islam s'est intéressé aux autres
religions, au judaisme et au christianisme forcément, puisque sa différence a eux
lui était constitutive...Mais aussi aux religions non bibliques. Dés sa naissance, il
les cotoyait en Arabie ; dans EX-Empire sassanide et a travers lui, il entra bientot
en contact avec les croyances et les cultes de I'Iran et de 1'Inde. D'ot1 une floraison
d'écrits. Ils peuvent se classer en trois catégories. Il y a d'abord la littérature de com-
bat : livres expres de réfutation, ou portions polémiques dans les livres de Kalam, de
Tafsir, etc. Puis, un petit nombre d'ouvrages font plus ou moins consciemment une
symbiose entre la pensée musulmane et les religions ancestrales. Si les écrits d'Ibn
Hazm (M456 H. /1064) sont les plus connus dans la premiére catégorie, le nom
fameux de Sohravardi (587 H/1191) vient aussitot a I'esprit quand on parle de résur-
gence religieuse a l'intérieur de Tslam. L'impact recu par ce dernier des anciennes
religions est encore attesté par toute une gamme d'écrits descriptifs...)

= Guy, Monnot. (1975). "L'histoire des Religions en Islam": Ibn Lkalbi et Razi. Revue de
l'histoire des religions, pp: 23-24.
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- Waardenburg, J. (1999). "Muslim perceptions of other Religions": A Historical sur-
vey". Newyork: Oxford University Press. p: 69
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thought. (Journal of Qur'anic studies), 128-145. P: 137

XV o O L e calll ds e o (Y)

YV 1o Sl (g S die OLsYI s e (ol ] domme ¢ S 5 (F)

Yo



O)léall agiall : pilidl ¢ pall

19l o] o RSl e Wl o Il B kel l slale 5 g s o
b By 8y o Js (.J ks GHlaadly Ko iy dw O laddl @@;J\ ool
Eomldl sy OF ) s o Lt . ot Sy 851 g i
Lmasoly 5 3l B> oyl Jglizy O Lty o 05l o3 5> oo ST 51 Bl
Gt Lulys Lo B)ia) g0 oy vnlgdm ol il S (o Boma Lulys
Ol 5 Lk s UL Sloes Lty 1 5L 51 (L) e 30

Lol LSl b gos dilseadl - QLY o Bl Ol OF s Y
oo S odezel g 43 ol w2l ST lalall 5T ASLaRIS B5dme il
- AYAND) (el el D) WL ga L L Sn 285 B oededl cLodall
ot Bl domgdl JpoVl Ipnds ] oedenedl bl 51 e (pAAY
Tegrodl Aoyl oal PHELYT C3leg LY el 1S’ S S5 455 . 0LSYI
: QS as L o5l DT 0LV s e oy I

\M@udﬁ\g\mv\&\ Ailotedl ISV ey Bl 18 50 OF e -
U3 g8 e il e LT Gy el b L 3k e

i 318 B Rsis b B4 o B3 3 8o U ) my VT -
Lplad dlea |

(1) AL-SHARQAWI, M. A. (2000). The Methodology of Religions studies in Islamic
thought. Journal of Qur'anic studies, 128-145. p: 135

ibo OV AAA (DYl paidls BLl BLAYT 1 (Dl Ciliay el ¢g ool el o (Y)
YEYY o)

Al



o ASHI o Y a4y e (1 ol e Lo (1 (g ol ) B8]
il gl o3l OLSYI Eulys b O,laal rgedl ik 5 3 s plems] Boal
Gprjijtw\w\_j;Lauwj\ﬂ;u)mmdjwumj

LN Lty b Sl

w28l - pladaill agiell (LI g yall

Conly ol mals Wo s Ll gy domgre dolgd 5T J gl a2l
(s O gl gl Oy cpladl s (g ol il (6 gtamadl o a5 6 s
HGes il

Bliall ol diodl oSl a e mgrall Ma o sl OLSSU sl 55,
La L g Vs BLI Lo Jonts 1 algondl m ilond T o iy a5 5ol
el pal b Jadl CsS aY1 Gla g OLall g 4 5l Sl 500 J) s O
LA Al pag (28010) g alall o nl YT I (el Jadl
Mb.U‘s.aUudy\>u-°€J>u.)‘u€.u\v\ﬁjc.l;bdbr.;\.d\w.k@.&“upj@im
M.Jwtscwyuu,wbmrw\@\»o\ baslas Lo JI dpuadl Ll )l
odny (po Lgnalienal N gl doedl a5 053 5 Yl ade g 50 (10 Ay
) s ol G NS5 50 o @l ) (65 5 ) o)

30 pomadl (200 00) IR sl il ple¥1 il (g1 ST s
Bl 45 0Lty Lag ol adll e SIS () ot (e B0 oo
oo lS L Ly el 03 J e el Ol ol s ool
DY s ol o dlas B ol 3 3 O sedens clode oS A1 i3l

YT o Galdl o podl 0LV dulps b cralnall alin calll e doms (556,801 (V)

v



Lo o ol comg 523015 2l 5l cpo il 3 D Lgzolis Oy 5,21
eodl 1da 0T SNy L call e e 2adLal B 3 OLSYI Jlme b oS
OV e lgn daay il o 3l 3 OLSY) elede o kel pl oy oy o]

LV oY1 s 1l o5lzels Ll N1 G55 Ol s 5,5V

L3l 1y il do s soll paliodl odd SN plew @ (0 ded o
o LS A SN and Ll 5 IV e oliaad Lo lilay el praliadl

%;5 W\ 03 44> 9 Lf’jj?fj\ Ol?qjj‘ %;j JL«GT F C,g.b-.“ u,éjm %;9 t.u._;o-U\
5Ly dsey 1t LS Jloes

Ll o e il (1)

LIS uzw) .(Y~\\).«&;sz\ Lo ol Bl 3 o ;g;ww G@""'H igale> ‘@u\ -
VY ssaadl (Sl eolul

(39 750) Uon) Ddezell Sl 00 prgially gl (Y24 sl YY) :0Le Sl -
(www. Alhewar.org) :CSJAﬂ ey siie Jlaadl) olallly éi)l:.“j &l Al & Sl g il s

Soll o pine Jlaad)) LY dulps b S g (AVEYY) Bl o s -
.(www.iranarab.com/article835): 5 FON

YA



dialeollg ayl4all agio :uldl ¢ jall

2 Ol ol el I el s s VU amy s
@;q/\w Al il gl s b B3 pmaliall gl N
SN T (o o e ydl)

41;&,}J”«ajjz.ay.\;@.uug?s;a»glzsswmqé@;d\.l,a,ssq;héjb
(Frtye S lglyns 6 Y 0L g il slainaY da b ol
wﬂ\ry\wwgwﬂg\ww;ﬁ@;ﬁbﬁ\@u\yﬂﬂ\suj»
corssel oMoy agis Soally (rgosos vgrinldis vguss el Luly X
8T gl s cogiDlalans Sl ol gl s gl RSy
O sl oo s o s 5 il By galiS e G5l

Lo ST i 15 LISl 1S5 shoodl ol doiny g 92 Eslaodl s
Yo g o 035le B T 3 L g o8 G| Dok ) e gy
Pl goreio o 8l i59 sLa U s (P60l 3550 o V] ki i
M gt n o Lo 5y i Lo R) S o Tl

Y e ‘c@dtgo‘yw (hoea | s s - 1 Lb31 (1Y)
Gl g LY auls b Gl e e o Shylall o -

Yo @ gie o kgl Lo Guised) cdand o daes ¢ s el (V)
VY 1P c(}!u\ EJJ\ (dozes | 0 (RS (™)
LYY :ycﬁﬁaywaé?bﬁ‘%;jﬁ;\(f)

vt i (0)

¥4



alalaodlg apl agio :yuoladl g yall

35 s 35 Adilall (oS prgredl 1 ezl A sl G
el IS pilliedl e T lelesl e s )1 Aglony 8 bty Jandl e
a1l tLji I 3 o g gl LV LY ol e Bl Y
lia J>, Adlsbee 0Ll pLT o T (LT B 30 ddl eV pa LaS
LS bl S ooy a3l € Jomidly oIl Sl s g0 DY) 1 I
CIS Lpms B> b Dome Wls T 228 o 5 ) Sl 5l il IS5 dssl
oy sl da V1 d sl B 5l dndiall U)o

Lo S oo el e gl Ma SN IS G e i Jadll
o Sldiiae 4 3, (Jodly el adl3e (22Y4) (g3ldl jalls o I
el lime Jo b 5 LS Ll Gyl e o Limy Lk 3,30
HUeadD olos W ge Lo Lol S altny M g ladl 35 e 5 3D ol
Sl szl el asS Lo Laf eld as Tty - tssbadl e s b
GO ot eobadl G e 5D s e colailly ssedl e e
0 g4l plmd]) DS 1S5 Ol I Al dad (V1 Eaod) S J2a <5
i ol ) S ol el el o o T e
o b 35 A by e sl (Gl SLbP o gyl gl 4l (gl
AHA8) sl



L Craodl
oballl &wlja na dupell aalioll jul

odsl ol bl Lalys OF OLsYI &5is Jleay ooge| J:- oSS

A o ey O Lad e ) 0801 I3 1 Bgio s o ymn [lows
Ladall Zuhpll i and sl (il Jundl- g pad) mllall Lyl
o gl Gl 301 sLadall o 305 o FARN odn i .ol Zomgially
ol 5SS o s Slans e 1palinal Loty ¢l Loodadl 2l G e
ol e il b el g o158 505 g N ALY g phall L s ¢ 8 63
Ll ool L) ealie Ol . ol LBV e Sl ploxVl oo
el Joe b 35 A il & S Caliodls LI 35 o Koy 5ns
—¢ VAYY) (Friedrich Max Miller) JWl wo LiLJT b ol b &1l sls

oo b eli] b ad) s g 1l OF o 31 OLSYI Slale o o o(p V40 ¢
oty Blll psle o Sl oo LS Lade s ey 0 dulys OLSYI Ly im
Zeodall Zul,ll = 0L e :lgaal B Sl ) Wl a e ;,.o.LH
(Max Milller) a0} llanaodls 0LV ey = OLYI &)le whe - ol

.MReligionswissenschaft ya .0 JY

ol Lol 2yl ST 0LV e s me s ezl o 5 (V)

¢y



fnl] Slolga] & 5T LS LN 550 S (Max Mailler) il )
«(p) 4+ Y —p VAY'+) (Cornelis Petrus Tiele) ;q;ww A a5 Jloodl lia b
el s 2els b doeisly Slowas o OIS o 2T slde Jak] 05 1
Pierre Daniel Chantepie de la) :gudsll SIS Sy cluusddl q"l""n
LS Ll gaas A bj}L;- o sV 50 A(pVAY '+ —p)AEA) Saussaye
el gl sl B Bl 085 Jorl o ke g OF iy (U1 el
o5 Y A g ge Al s pldl Al el el (OLYI Gl Gl i Wl
G5 OY tlgle shoznall pabiall o T (LaDISUly Aol Lalald plazal (g
Zrod SV Syl ot oy OF ) (30 Y - glanedl s o -0l sl
Walter) ya a0l 3 OLsYI &)lie tle 513 (o 51y Sk Gl 1da b5 - )
o3 el Aty IS O -olins L -aST 6015 (144Y -1 4¥'£) :(Holden Capps
s Yy 5 ,2ls Lo g godl o N 5T (A5 paI ST 2SIl SlalasVI o
O e Y LS el ok 2ty Lgie 2o OF Gowted Y ol Y1 pe
Ol s sgin; LN Bylis oo pand 55
s 0 wlas b wgul Sag LY (e oyl 3l ) platall ooy 03]
o s (e i) 0N 1T Y s ede (S8 55k o (i

(1) "It is axiomatic that collective intellectual ventures do not qualify to be referred to as
fields or as disciplines, unless they exhibit a second-order tradition. By second-or-
der tradition we refer to a coordinated account of the primary schools of inter-
pretation, methods of approach, traditions of scholarship, and, most significantly,
a shared living memory of the ways in which all of these constitutive factors are
related to each other. Religious studies own such a second-order tradition, and it is
dependent on the same for the intellectual direction it has taken as well as for the
resources on which it is able to draw" (Akram, Muhammad, "The other within and

The self without", p: 16).
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(1) -David Thomas. (ed. and trans, Anti-Christian Polemic in Early Islam): Abu Isa

>«

al-Warraq’s “Against the Trinity”; (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992).

YN0 L B3y VAT ol Wy (Utrecht) dnslry &ladt OLSYI 3kl (gudsa (Jle (Y)
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-Waardenburg, J. (1999). "Muslim perceptions of other religions": A Historical Survey.

Newyork: Oxford University Press.p: 60-70

"on the whole, any Muslim interest in non-Muslims, their ideas and practices, seems to

have been practical rather than inquisitive. This outlook was culturally renounced

since Muslims at the time saw others from their own vantage point of being “lords

of the two worlds" who had very little to learn from others. (Muslim perceptions of
other Religions; p: 18).
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(1) "Seymour Cain, for instance, omits Muslims altogether in his study of religion. He
traces the history of the study of religion from the ancient Greeks through the Ro-
man thinkers to the Western trends of thinking in modern times, to precisely the
second half of 19th century, to the so-called pioneering era of Friedrich Max Miiller.
He clearly states that it was only towards the end of the 19th century that the disci-
pline of the Scientific Study of Religions, in its truly technical sense, was born. He
implies that in this development the Christian and Islamic civilization has produced
no contribution worth noting in this discipline".

= (Malik, T. A. (2009). Objectivity and the scientific study of religion. pp: 84).

(2) -"The comparative study of religion has been rightly acclaimed as one of the great
contributions of Muslim civilization to mankind's intellectual progress". (Akram,
M; "The Other within and the Self without"; p: 98)
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(1) -"There is general agreement among historians of the History of Religions that Is-
lamic civilization produced the greatest pre-modern historical studies of world re-
ligions. Indeed, western scholarly approbation of this literature has been sustained
and enthusiastic, based on the observation that historical science was pioneered by
Muslims". (Akram: 98)

(2) "Chantepie de la Saussaye: était un théologien Protestant Hollandais et Historien des
religions, surtout que I'éditeur du manuel de I'histoire des religions (1. A. 1887,2. A.
1897, 3. A. 1905, 4. 1925) est apparu. En 1871, il obtient son Doctorat a 1'Université
d'Utrecht. Il est considéré comme I'un des fondateurs de 1'étude religieuse moderne.
De 1878, il fut professeur d'histoire des religions a 1'Université d'Amsterdam et de

'Université de Leyde, 1899-1916".
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(1) Hasan, A. Khalifa.(1979). "Medieval jewish-muslim contribution to the Academic
study of religion": A study in the methodology of Saadia Afayoumi and Muhammad
Shahrastani". Lonndon: Temple University, PhD, Religion History. p: 15- 16

(2) "Is it not, however, an expansive view of the Muslim concept of god, one which af-
firms his University so deeply that his presence is located in the structure not only
of Greek but also of Hindu belief. The integrity and persistence to search out the
one among the many marks Al-Biruni as a pioneer in formulating Methodological
approaches to the study of non-Muslim Religions".

= Bruce, L. B. (1976). Al-biruni's Approach to The Comparative Study Of Indian Cul-
ture. BIRUNI SYMPOSIUM.Iran Center Columbia University, p: 27.
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(1) "During the middle Ages three monotheistic Religions. Judaism, Christianity and
Islam existed side by side in the Mediterranean area. The relationship among them
was amazingly amiable in certain areas, and Christians, Jews, and Muslims had
ample opportunities to "compare” their religions with others and ask serious ques-
tions...but their questions and answers were dealt with theologically and philosoph-
ically, not scientifically in the sense of religionswissenschaft. (Hasan, A. Khalifa.
"Medieval Jewish-Muslim Contribution to the Academic study of Religion: A study
in the methodology of Saadia Alfayoumi and Muhammad Shahrastani". London:
Temple University. p: 11).

(2) "However, there are some Western scholars like "Mircea Eliade" and "Eric J. Sharpe"
who in their studies made a mention of some classical works by Muslim scholars but
conclude that the discipline of Comparative Religion did in fact come into being at
the end of the 19th century."(Malik, p:84)
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(1) Wilfred Cantwell Smith (July 21, 1916 - February 7, 2000) was a Canadian professor
of comparative religion.
(2) "No statement about a religion is valid unless it can be acknowledged by that reli-
gion’s believers.”
R )7\.&: =
(Malik Anas Thoha,” Objectivity and The scientific study of religion”. 2009, p. 86).

(3) Anything that I say about Islam as a living faith is valid only as far as Muslims can
say "amen" to it). (Ibid. 87).
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(4) Kamaruzaman, k. Oniah. Early Muslim scholarship in Religionswissenchaft. kualalum-
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pur (2003); International institute of islamic thought and civilisation (ISTAC).
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" =Unfortunately, in the last couple centuries, the study of religion has fallen into the

hands of western anthropologists and social scientists, and religion and religious

Phenomena are studied and analyzed in a detached manner, so much so that reli-

gion has become nothing more than an object of scientific curiosity, dispossessed of
essence and meaning...". (Kamaruzaman, 2003, pp. 217-218).

(SN oy Joelons] SUIS o 53T J gl 1a (V)
AlLfaruqi, Meta religion: Towards A Critical World Of Theology. 1986,p. 18
="This is epistemological individualism; in plain English , Relativism. Protagorean in
foundation and cultural in manifestation. Of necessitys, It implied denial of the re-
ligious knowledge, denial of transcendent reality, denial of the Absolute, in short,
denial of god as traditional Christianity and Judiasm have known him".
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(1) "...For this, a third step or branch of study is necessary, namely judgment or evalu-
ation. Out of the meaning-wholes constructed by the first two branches, one mean-
ing-whole should be arrived at, which would belong to man as such... For this, meta
religion is necessary or principles belonging to such order of generality as would
serve as bases of comparison and evaluation of the meaning-wholes". (AL-farugi,

1986, p. 26)
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- AL Farugqi, Raji Ismail.(1986). Meta-Religion: Towards a critical World Theology.

"American Journal Of Islamic Social Sciences", Vol(3), NO(1).p: 30-33
- Akram, M. (26-12-2006). "The Other Within and The Self Without": Encounters of

islam and western traditions in the study of religions. p: 150
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(1) Al-Qastawi, M. F. (December 2006). “Biruni’s Methodological Approach to The
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(6) He said: (A radical change in all this takes place with the accession of (Masud).

There is no more complaints of the time and its ruler. Al-Biruni is all glee and exul-
tation about the royal favors and support to his studies”. (Preface; p: XIV).
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(2) A western scholar is inclined to see in Al-Biruni a very exceptional figure among

Islamic scholars of the Middle Ages, on account of his broad-mindedness and open-

ness to alien culture. It would, however, be wrong to characterize him as a phenom-
enon diverging from the general line of Islamic thought.

= (ARO, Jussi. (1973). Encounter of Cultures in the work of Al-Biruni. Al-Biruni com-

memorative volume, 319-328. p: 320)
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-Al-Qastawi, M. Fathi. (December 2006). "Biruni's methodological approach to the

study of religions and cultures". University Of Exeter as A Thesis For The Degree OF
Doctor OF Philosophy In Arabic Studies.

-Jeffery, A. (1951). "AL-Biruni's contribution to comparative religions"; (IN: "AL-
Biruni's Commemoration Volume)".

-Maishanu, I. Muhammad. (2006). "Muslim study of other religions: An analysis of
Al-Biruni's Contribution". Sotoko: Departement of Islamic Studies. Usmanu Dan-
fodiyo University.

-Watt, M. (1979). "AL-Biruni and The study of non-Islamic Religions". AL-Biruni com-
memorative volume, 414-419.
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(1) Montgomery W, Watt. "Biruni and the study of non-Islamic religions"...p: 419.
B L 25 lia s (W, Watt Montgomery):

"It is possible, however that his sympathies for Greek philosophy were balanced by
some degree of sympathy for "Isma‘Tlism". In the biography in the "Irshad" of Yaqut
(;Qﬂ\ v.?r.m) , it is stated that he was suspected of “Qarmatian” views; and in his own
India (64/32) he quotes an "Ismaflit" writer, "Abu-Yaqub as Sijzi", on the subject
of metempsychosis Isma‘ilism. In addition to its interest in Greek philosophy, was
characterized by a positive attitude towards other religions, though it also claimed
to supersede them".

In view then, of Al-BirGnTs sympathy with Greek philosophical and possibly Isma’ ilite
attitudes, what is to be said about his loyalty to Islam? It is known that he had an im-
portant position under sultan Mahmid of "Ghazna", and that the latter was a strong
supporter of Sunnite Islam against the "Imamism" of several autonomous princes
of the time. The presumption is thus that he was a Sunnite, or at least that he was
careful to say nothing that would offend the susceptibilities of Sunnites. The general
impression given by his writing is that he sat lightly to the niceties of "Sunnism"; but
from time to time he introduces remarks whose chief purpose seems to be to silence
critics; examples of this already quoted are what he said about the superiority of
Islamic practice to that of other religions, and about the impossibility, of correcting

heresy since it is deviation from the truth".
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(1) "-Itis known that he had an important position under Sultan MAHMUD of Ghazna,
and that the latter was a strong supporter of SUNNITE Islam against the IMAMISM
of several autonomous princes of the time. The presumption is thus that he was a
SUNNITE, or at least that he was careful to say nothing that would offend the sus-
ceptibilities of SUNNITES. The general impression given by his writing is that he sat
lightly to niceties of SUNNISM."

= (Montgomery, 1979).

.\\ﬂ':upc&bcq-jat‘w v\;wvtfﬂé(“)

2 il ()
- Latif Hilman."Comparative Religion in Medieval Muslim Literature". ed:1. Jakarta:
(The Ministry of Religious Affairs. the Republic of Indonesia). p: 18.

YY¢



4_;@3\@mmf:gg_gmf\‘mwtj,\?u}sg@vﬁﬂoT,;o

eI iS > 5 4l |3 o Ila o o b go dor s u | Coaddl 1a O] o
S Ll s J AN sl pgy e dxaly sl b Laylasily datll
Cadodl Gl o gasdl ey e oVl L Leblin] gl dlall B
55 ¢ o gl Ly uplh m ol 3 2l gl L) Conldladl aoT gty 30
Wl pel sl b b ol S pole e I sl ol ol e OIS
Cade 52 O Laf Ly (bl Sads r st Jlaodl uadd oY1 525
U3 o hal oLty ) C) O glasey ) Gl TNl g 3,155 oS
27 055 Jloz! e Lol o g Gy B pmntdl nidl 1505 Ul g 5
LS 0515 ol ygd conidl gy 0 5us | 518 82401 U5 IV 31 g OIS (o S
erﬁuzﬁ:w:a:ﬁgapy‘;ﬂ\&\jgj\gu@gmﬁdmwi
fo5 of doliy ol Coans ol Gl U aiizel o 1 05 B3] imy Y T V)
gwu‘@w@pkf&”ﬁ@@éﬁa}uouﬂM\:JJ:L; x|
S LSl Ay & sl gl S Gaseis G gee B Sals wotdl

sl ()

- Al-Qastawi, M. F: "Biruni's Methodological Approach to the study of religions". p: 31-35
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(3) Watt Montgomery, "Biruni and the study of non-islamic religions". p: 12.
"...to a man like AL-Biruni who sympathized with the monotheistic trend in philoso-
phy, the dualism of (MANI would clearly be abhorrent."
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- AL-Qastawi, M. F: "Biruni’s methodological approach to The study of religions and
human cultrures".

"biruni's balanced reliance on reason and rationality side by side with the scriptur-
al conclusions suggests that he was at least supportive of the mu'atazilite empha-
sis on rational thought, despite his criticism of some of their particular theological
views...". P: 79
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(1) "In another passage after mentioning the “abominable errors” of the common people
among the Hindus, al-Biruni speaks of doctrines in Islam which must be rejected,
such as “tashbih”, “ij ’bar” and the prohibition of discussion in respect of some (re-
ligious) topic). The last phrase makes one think of the prohibition of discussions
about the createdness of the Qurian by al-Mutawakkil... he had mixed in "Matu-
ridite" circles, since the "Maturidites Tashbih or Anthropomorphismis criticized by
theologians of many schools. “Iybar”, however, or “compulsion”, meaning some-
thing like a denial of human free will, was a term applied chiefly by Mu’tazilites to
the Hanbalites and other Sunnites and, within Sunnism by the Maturidites to the
Asharites. This might indicate that Al-Biruni " were the chief rational theologians in
the eastern provinces. In other passages he is critical of “Mu’tazilite” writers: of "Al-
Jahiz" for confusion in matters of Geography (204/100), and of "Zurqan" (7/4) for
errors about Buddhism". (Watt Montgomery, " Biruni and the study of non-Islamic
religions”... P: 418)
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(1) "The only early Muslim scholar to show sustained interest in Indian religious and philo-
sophical texts was the great scientist and philosopher “Al-Biruni”. He translated a num-
ber of Sanskrit Works into Arabic in connection with his encyclopedic treatise in India.
Although The authors Of Arabic books on sects and heresies, such as “Al-Shahrastani”,
generally devoted a section or a few pages to the religions of India, no other Arabic writer
followed in “Al-Biruni's” footsteps as a Specialist on Indian religion and philosophy.
-(Ernst, C. W. (2003, Jun). "Muslim studies of Hinduism": A Reconsideration of Arabic and

Persian Translations from Indian Languages. International society for Iranian studies, Vol
36, No 2 pp. 173-195).
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(1) "Son ceuvre s'inscrit dans la spheére des élites. Ses informateurs et son public constit-
uent un type de population particulier, avisé et a I'esprit aiguisé."

(Verdon, N. (2008). "Contribution a la découverte de 1'Altérité entre le monde Islam-
ique et indien a travers L'ouevre d'Albiruni". LAUSANE: Université de Lausane.
Faculté des lettres. p:32).
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(2) "Yet the enumeration of advances in Hindu science could not have been useful to

more than a handful of educated Muslims...". (Bruce, 1976, p. 30).
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(1) Bruce Lawrence, B. (1976): "Al-biruni's Approach to The Comparative Study Of
Indian Culture". BIRUNI SYMPOSIUM.Iran Center Columbia University. p: 31.

"It is also possible That "Al-Biruni" wrote what he wrote on Indian mainly for his own
clarification and ultimate benefit. In the Chronology as well as in the India, Al-
biruni implicitly refers to himself as one who seeks the Truth and is, in turn, guided
by it. The writing of the India may, therefore have been primarily an extension of

Al-Biruni's personal quest for Truth".
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(2) It is of course true that Al-Biruni’s book on India is almost unique in its kind among
Medieval Islamic literature. No one else ever made in those days such an extensive
and profound study of an alien civilization, of its Religion, philosophy, manners,
customs and scientific achievements. ..
=(ARO,J. (1973). Encounter of Cultures in the work of Al-Biruni. Al-Biruni commem-
orative volume, 319-328. pp: 319.
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(2) -Kamaruzaman, Kamar. “Al-Biruni The father of comparative Religions”; (2003)...
p: 116-125.

-Youssif, A. Fadhel. (2000). "A Socio-Cultural, Religious Analysis of Al-biruni's contri-
butions Towards The Study of Science, Mathematics and Philosophy". ITUM Engi-
neering Journal, 1(2), 45-51.

-Ataman, k. (2008). "Understanding other Religions". p: 60
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(2) Watt, W Montgomery. (1979). "AL-Biruni and The study of non-Islamic Religions".
Al-Biruni Commemorative Volume, 414-419. He said:

“that Al-Biruni was not Mechanical collector and classifier of facts about other Reli-
gions. But a thinker with a positive approach to other Religions, in which they were
seen as parts of a whole, though in a way which did not conflict with his acceptance

of the truth of Islam”.
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(3) "Le "Kitab Al-hind" (Alberuni’s India) représente une recherche qui comporte
également un aspect anthropologique essentiel. En effet, il met en avant certaines
méthodes de cette approche, par la comparaison et une observation précise des
phénomenes. Son objectif, & savoir dépeindre une société étrangere en décrivant
des faits, des coutumes dans le but de mieux la comprendre et de faciliter les échang-
es entre les deux société, suit également une telle perspective. Bien évidemment, il
n'est pas un ethnographe au sens moderne du terme, mais alors qu'un Hérodote,
considéré parfois comme le pere de l'ethnographie, et trés présent dans les études
modernes, Al-Biruni ne semble pas avoir fait l'objet de telle recherches". (Verdon
Neomie...2008. p: 22)
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(1) Akbar S Ahmed: “Al-Biruni: The first Anthropologist”. (RAIN, No 60; February
1984), pp: 9-10. He said:

“Al-Biruni’s methodology is rigorous; it is the method of our author not to speak
himself, but to let the Hindus speak...He presents a picture of Indian civilization as
painted by Hindus themselves.

He was perhaps the first Muslim to study the “PURANAS”, the Hindus classical texts.
He travels extensively in India and associates with Hindus especially “BRAHMINS”
and “YOGIS”. He emphasizes hearsay does not equal eyewitness. Value judgement
of other people’s customs and culture are strictly avoided. The anthropologist’s task
is to simply relate without criticizing...

Almost a thousand years before European Indianists such as “louis Dumont” (1970)
and “Adrian Mayer” (1970), Al-Biruni had exhaustively examined and suggested a
methodology for the study of Caste and kinship in India...”

gl sl =

- Bruce, L. B. (1976). Al-Biruni's Approach to The Comparative Study Of Indian Cul-
ture. BIRUNI SYMPOSIUM.Iran Center Columbia University, pp. 27-47.

-Saeedipour, A. (2012, September). "Alberuni: The knowledge-Bridge of Indo-Europe-
an Methology". International Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, 2, 1-9.

-Youssif, A. E. (2000). "A Socio-Cultural, Religious Analysis of Al-biruni's contribu-
tions Towards The Study of Science, Mathematics and Philosophy". IITUM Engineer-
ing Journal, 1(2), 45-51.

(2) Ataman, Kamel. "Understanding other Religions". p: 67-68.
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(1) Ibid, p: 68.
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="The first thing to be noted about Al-Biruni's study of Religions is that he made
comparisons between them, he was also living in a world in which "dialogue" was
taking place."
=(Montgomery, 2004, p : 404).
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discourse VOLI; NO 2. P: 16.
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(1) -«If comparative religion means the study of religion by the same scientific Method
as is used in comparative Anatomy or comparative philology. Viz the assembling of
facts about the beliefs and practices of various religious groups, arranging the, clas-
sifying them, comparing them with one another and with the beliefs and practices
of one’s own religion, in order to arrive at a better understanding of the significance
of religion, then this branch of study had already had a long history in the area of
Al-Biruni’s Life work) (Jeffery,A. p: 125)

(2) "Al-Biruni was the only Arabic writer who investigated the Antiquities of the east
in a true spirit of historical criticism”.(Edward Sachau: The Chronology of Ancient
Nations; p: X)
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(1) Ernst, C. W. (2003, Jun). "Muslim studies of Hinduism: A Reconsideration of Ara-
bic and persian Translations from indian Languages". International society for Ira-
nian studies, Vol 36, No 2, pp. 173-195.

"Al-Biruni's bold proclamation of "otherness" obscures the fact that he had to engage in
a remarkably complex interpretation of his sources with many "Islamizing" touches.
His translation of "patanjali's Yogasuyras was based on a combination of the original
text plus a commentary that is still not identified, all rephrased by Al-Biruni into a
question and answer format... Al-Biruni rendered the sanskrit "gods" (deva) with
the Arabic terms for "Angels" (MALA'TKA) or spiritual beings (RUHANIYYAT).
Consequently, Al-Biruni made deliberate and selective use of terms derived from
Greek philosophy, heresiography and sophism to render the Sanskrit technical
terms of yoga... (Ernst, 2003, p. 177)

(2) "that we cannot today identify all of these quotations i the printed texts may be due to two
reasons. Firstly, we cannot always be sure that the recension of a Sanskrit work which
we now use in printed texts, is the same recension which available to him in his day.
Secondly, we are never sure how much the text of Al-Biruni's work has suffered in the
process of transmission. There is also the possibility that in some cases he himself did
not see the actual text of the work he quotes, but is depending on what had told him..."

(Jeffery, 1951, p. 142).
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“Il est remarquable que l'auteur développe, au tout début de son ouvrage, un concept qui
ressemble fort, (mutatis mutandis), a celui des obstacles épistémologiques dével-
oppé par G. Bachelard dans sa Formation de l'esprit scientifique. Il met en avant
quatre obstacles, sur lesquels nous nous arréterons, et qu'il lui faut surmonter pour
approcher la vérité : la langue, la religion, les coutumes et la terminologie. Aprés
avoir estimé que tout ce qui concerne la culture indienne est difficile du fait des
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grandes différences qui séparent les musulmans des hindous, Al-Biruni passe en
revue ces obstacles majeurs).

(FloréaLSANAGUSTIN.(2003)."ABU RAYHAN AL-BIRUNI: Un rationaliste a
l'épreuve de l'altérité™. Bulletin D'etudes Orientales, 249-263. pp: 256
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"A clear awareness of his own religious horizon as a p“articular context of thought led
him to perceive the "otherness" of the Indian religious philosophical context and
horizon with remarkable clarity...Biruni did not translate the names of foreign de-
ities, nor did he incorporate them into his own pantheon, and of course he did not
possess the amorphous "openness"” of syncretism and the search for "common de-
nominators". That is why he could comprehend and appreciate the other, the foreign
as such the matizing and explicating in an essentially new manner the problems of
intercultural understanding and the challenge of "objectivity" when shifting from

one tradition to another, from context to another. (Ernst, 2003, p. 175)
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(3) " All such criticisms, however, do not diminish the achievement of Al-Biruni's schol-
arship, especially the cross-cultural comparisons advanced in the early and final
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Chapters of the India...His quest for the truth was not designed to attract a large
number of adherents and it succeeded; but for the few it endures as a source of hope
and an exemplar of patient perseverance in cross-cultural discourse".

= (Bruce, 1976, p. 44)

(1) "It appear that the pundits read him texts which translated into Arabic-Persian
script, and later translated with the help of these same pundits. Other pundits pro-
vided commentaries on the original texts in a similar manner...He failed to achieve
a thorough grasp of the Sanskrit language and relied almost on the transmissions
and interpretations provided by others".

=(Bruce, Lawrence. 1976, pp. 34-43)
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(D'autre part, nous I'avons dit, I'auteur cherche a accéder a une connaissance univer-
selle, c'est-a-dire a mettre en évidence des constantes fortes propres a l'ensemble des
civilisations aux niveaux philosophique, religieux, culturel et a celui des coutumes,
et cela afin que le lecteur percoive que la plupart des vérités et des comportements a
lui familiers ne sont pas I'apanage de sa culture mais s'inscrivent dans des catégories
de pensée générées par l'esprit humain au sens universel.

A son habitude, l'auteur fait référence, sur cette question délicate, a Socrate, a Proclus,
au manichéisme et au soufisme. Il y a donc bien une volonté de l'auteur de montrer
que, quelles que soient les voies pour y parvenir, 'homme aspire a se réaliser dans
la quéte du Bien et de 'union avec Dieu et que cela est une constante universelle)

(SANAGUSTIN, F. (2003). "ABU RAYHAN AL-BIRUNI: Un rationaliste a 'épreuve de
l'altérité ". Bulletin D'etudes Orientales, 249-263. p: 259- 260).

:JB &> (WATT Montgomery) L alis s

“Another contemporary trend in this discipline, especially among those concerned with
religious education, is the attempt to discern a unity in the total religious experience
of mankind and to present this to others. Something of this trend is also to be found
in Al-Biruni. Although he is admirably objective and unprejudiced in his present at
one of facts, this does not mean that he has no views of his own. On the contrary
he selects facts in such a way that he makes a strong case for holding that there is a
certain unity in the religious experience of the peoples he considers, even though he
does not appear to formulate this view explicitly”.

= (Montgomery, W. watt "BIRUNI AND THE STUDY OF NON ISLAMIC RELIGIONS.).
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=(Bruce, 1976, pp. 31-35). "As a foreigner, Albiruni was impure, and hence not able to
have social intercourse or public discourse with any Indian, but in addition He was
a member of the entourage of the hated Mahmoud (of GHAZNA)... Internal evi-
dence from the India as well as “Batanjali” indicates that Al-biruni never mastered
the Devanagari script; Al-Biruni did not personally inspect the Sanskrit Manuscript,
or, if he did, he was so ignorant of Sanskrit that he could not distinguish the poetic
text from the prose explanation... It is also evident that Al-Biruni introduced Mus-
lims categories into his analysis of Indian thought...The organizational principle
and, one suspects also, the selective criteria utilized by Al-Biruni in this chapters
(2-7) are implicitly derived from the Muslim understanding of God as the other who

is at once Creator and Judge.
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(1) "it’s like a magic island of quiet, impartial research in the midst of a world of clashing
swords, burning towns and plundered temples." (Sachau, (Alberuni's India), Pref-
ace. p: xxiii).
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- Verdon Néomie, "Birunias a source for the study of Indian culture and history". Departement
of Oriental Language and Cultures. University of Lausane, Switzerland...p: 3

"historians have held that he had travelled in many provinces of India, but Albirtini's
accounts do not testify such views. He has mentioned only some places of Punjab in
India, which were actually visited by him. His geographical descriptions of northern
India depend on his study of the Purdnas and his contact with Indian people through
whom he learnt the geography of these parts. These accounts therefore, have created
a wrong impression on most of the historians and made them believe that Albirtini
visited many places and provinces of northern India. "Elliot" has actually been car-
ried away by this very wrong conception and it was followed by Sachau."

=], S MISHRA. (1972). "New light on Al-Biruni's stay and travel in India". Central
Asiatic journal...pp: 302-312.
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(2) "Direct observation would constitute the main method of Biruni with regard to the

conquered hand. This expectation is however not confirmed by a closer look at the

“Kitab Al-hind”. On the contrary, direct observation is rare in the “Kitab Al-hind".

(Verdon Néomie, Biruni as a source for the study of Indian culture and history...p: 6).
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(5) "A. M Shastri remarks that biruni's work is based on a vast literature in comparison
to his predecessors, whose accounts were generally based on observations and hear-

say". (Verdon Néomie...p: 9)
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=SHASTRI, A. M. (s.d.). "Sanskrit literature known to Al-Biruni". Departement of An-
cient India. History and Culture. Nagour universty.Nagpur, Vol(10) No(2), 111-138.

(1) In The study of India, and for the translation of the standard works of Sanskrit litera-
ture, he never had a successor before the days of the Emperor “Akbar”. There followed
some authors who copied from his “India”, but there was none who could carry on the

work in his spirit and method after he had died... (Sachau, p: xliii)
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(3) "Lastly, India as known to Alberuni, was in matters of religion Vishunitic, not Siviat-
ic.Vishnu, or Narayana is the first god in the pantheon of his Hindu informants and
literary authority, Whilst Siva is only incidentally mentioned, and that not always in
a favorable manner. This indicates a remarkable change in the religious history of

those countries". (Sachau, 1910, p:xlvii).
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= (Al-Biruni a-t-il vu juste? Oui, sans doute, et on imagine trés bien que les savants Brah-
manes aupres de qui il s'est scrupuleusement informé lui ont expliqué que toutes les
doctrines sotériologiques dont ils sont les adeptes et que ne sont pas séparable de ce
qu'on appelle religion vise a libérer 'ame de cette chaine qu'est la nécessité de renai-

tre indéfiniment. . .et d'autre part, que cette doctrine n'apparait, présentée comme un
mystere, qu'a l'extréme fin du védisme: pratiquement, le Veda, le corpus textuel le

plus ancien, l'ignore.) (Malamoud, 2002, p. 1152)
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= "That he twice calls the Buddha by the name "Buddhodana"” may be due to a textual

corruption."( Jeffery, A. (1951). p: 148)

1B 3] ¢ el s 4 o1 U Gl daie 3 (L &) 0 ST sy

= "Mentioning the trinity of the Buddhistic system, "buddha", "dharma", "sangha". He

calls Buddha: Buddhodana, which is a mistake for something like the son of "Sud-

dhodana". which latter passage is probably derived from the Vishnu-Dharma.(Sa-

chau: xlvi)
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Rishi (Sanskrit: "seer; one who sees"). Is a word that means a sage or a divine seer in gen-
eral. The great sages of ancient India who, in deep states of meditation, and through
spiritual experimentation, discovered the underlying, fundamental truths of the
Universe. (Saeedipour, A. (2012, September). "Alberuni: The knowledge-Bridge of
Indo-European Methology". International Journal of Scientific and Research Pub-

lications, pp:4)
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(1) “If one sees Professor Shrikant parsoon’s Rishis and Rhishikas (2009), He will better
understand what AL-Biruni, our colleague, ten Centuries before said something about
the same but closer, nearer clearer reality who mytholigists say now the similar things.

(Saeedipour, A. (2012, September). Alberuni: The knowledge-Bridge of Indo-Europe-
an Methology. Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, (2). pp: 4)
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(5)” My critics do not seem to have noticed that Alberuni, a Muslim is the first of all the
scholars we know who has composed a scientific system of the Jewish chronology”.
(Sachau, C: “chronology of Ancient nations”; pp: xii).
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